
Harmony & Hope 
Responding to Violence with Music 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 
3:00 pm 

A concert to help ease the pain in our 
hearts, to remember the love of those who 

have been killed, and to give hope for  
a future without violence 

At the 
First Church in Roxbury Meetinghouse 

UU Urban Ministry 

Bringing the First Church in Roxbury Meetinghouse  
Back to the Community 

While you are enjoying this 
wonderful Harmony & Hope 
concert, take a moment to look 
around you at the historic First 
Church in Roxbury Meetinghouse. 
Built in 1804, it is an architectural 
gem, the oldest surviving wood 
frame church in Boston. It is the 
&'h meetinghouse to exist on this 
same piece of land since the early 
English settlers built the &rst 
structure in 1632.  

-e hand-hewn timbers of this 
historic building have born witness 
to young men marching o/ to the 
Civil War, the industrial revolution, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Malcom X walking along Boston’s 

streets. -ese walls have witnessed 
the growth of a vibrant center of 
Boston’s black culture. -rough civil 
strife and civil rights, and through 
in5uxes of diversity.  

-e UU Urban Ministry is excited to 
be undertaking a major repair and 
rehabilitation project aimed at 
transforming the Meetinghouse into 
a major venue in Roxbury for arts 
and cultural programming and 
community gatherings.  

If you would like more information 
about our Meetinghouse 
revitalization project, please contact 
Rev. Mary Margaret Earl at 617-318-
6010 x202 or mmearl@uuum.org  

Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry 

Founded in 1826, the UU Urban Ministry is one of the oldest social justice 
organizations in the country. Our mission is to unite communities and 
transform individuals through education, service, and advocacy. Located in 
the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston on the campus of the historic First 
Church in Roxbury meetinghouse, we o/er programming focused on 
education and enrichment, domestic violence shelter and services, and 
community development. In addition, we provide community engagement 
opportunities that bring people together across the divides of race, class and 
faith for music, learning and action for justice. Please visit www.uuum.org 
for more information. 



From the Director of Harmony & Hope 

In 2016 I conceived, designed, and produced the &rst Harmony & Hope,  
a 12-hour series of concerts, as a massive healing response to a major crisis 
in our society. Like so many of us, I had been overwhelmed by the number 
of shootings in our country and felt that I wanted to do something about it. 

-roughout this past year, I have gotten to know many beautiful families 
who have lost  loved ones to violence, and I have witnessed the 
extraordinary faith, support, love, and unending determination it takes to 
get through the pain of such debilitating loss. Clarissa Turner and the other 
mothers of Legacy Lives On have been a major inspiration to me. It is for 
them and so many others that we o/er this music today to help bring  
beauty and light to the painful and dark corners of our individual and 
collective souls. 

At the center of this performance will be the Harmony & Hope Tree 
Ceremony, accompanied by Amazing Grace. You are all invited  to write a 
memory of a loved one, or a wish for the future, on a fabric square, then 
attach it to the tree at the center aisle. -e tree will later be planted on the 
grounds of First Church and will continue to serve as a living memorial 
to loved ones lost to gun violence. 

-e fabric squares will live on in a future art project—turning them into 
a memorial quilt or styled like a Tibetan prayer 5ag to be displayed as public 
art in the community. 

My wish is for today’s concert to connect us to our common humanity, o/er 
each one of us a respite from pain, and to provide an opportunity 
for a renewed sense of gratitude and joy for life.  

Rebecca Strauss 

RIVERVIEW CHAMBER PLAYERS 

Music Director ........................................................................... Rebecca Strauss 

Violin .............................................................. Shaw Pong Liu, Annegret Klaua 

Viola ............................................................................................ Rebecca Strauss 

Cello .................................................................................. Rafael Popper-Keizer 

NEW ENGLAND GOSPEL ENSEMBLE 

Music Director ................................................................................. Renese King 

Sopranos ..................................................... Karen Colbert, Heather Williams,  
and Khandice Kenebrew 

Altos .................................................. Bithiah Carter, Valence Harris-Alleyne,  
and Karen Tobin  

Tenors ....................................................... Edward Mallory, William Pruit, III  
and Norris Welch 

About the Artwork on Display 

Artwork on display was created by participants in a community-based 
“Perspectives: Transforming Violence With Mindful Art-making” 
workshop o/ered by Violence Transformed of the Public Health Advocacy 
Institute with the support of Victim of Crime Act-funded Victim Services 
Training Grant from the Massachusetts OKce of Victim Assistance. 

Sculpture on display by Allen Spivack: “America, -e Beautiful:  
Take A Book; Leave A Book Take A Gun; Leave A Gun” (2017) 

Performers 

�ank You to Our Collaborators  

Special thanks to Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry, ArtWeek Boston, 
Violence Transformed, the extraordinary musicians, speakers, and to all the 
friends and organizations whose generosity made this concert possible.  

Your Support is Appreciated 

$10 suggested donation. No one will be turned away due to lack of funds.  
All donations will go to support Legacy Lives On, a nonpro&t ministry 
that provides continuous ongoing support to families that have been 
a/ected by and have lost loved ones to homicide or street violence. Legacy 
Lives On helps families to cope with the a'ermath of a loss. Our loved 
ones are buried but not forgotten. 



Prelude ............................................ Elke Jans-Harms, Native American Flute 

Welcome and Background ....................................... Rev. Mary Margaret Earl 

UU Urban Ministry Executive Director and Senior Minister 

Quartet for Strings, Op. 89   ....................................................... by Amy Beach 

Speakers ............................................................................ Courtney Mark Grey 

Founder, Kilombo Novo Indigenous Healing Arts 

Corey McMillen 

in memory of �omas Webb III 

String Quartet in G Minor, Op. 10 .................................... by Claude Debussy  

Animé et très decide 

Assez vif et bien rythmé 

Andantino, doucement expressif 

Très modéré — En animant peu à peu — Très mouvementé et avec passion 

Speakers ........................................................................................ Janet Connors  

in memory of her son Joel Turner 

Kilra Hylton 

in memory of her son Raheem Ramirez 

Harmony & Hope 

Harmony & Hope Tree Ceremony  ................................................... Everyone 

We're Glad You're Here ................................................... by Beverly Crawford  

Performed by Gospel Ensemble 

Broken But I'm Healed ................................................... by V. Michael McKay 

Arranged by Renese King 

Performed by Gospel Ensemble & String Quartet 

Speaker ................................................................................................. Judy Rose 

Program Director, Operation Lipstick 

In the Midst of It All ................................................................... by Kevin Bond 

Performed by Gospel Ensemble 

Your Love Divine .......................................................... by Richard Smallwood 

Performed by the Gospel Ensemble 

Oh Happy Day .....................................................................by Edwin Hawkins  

Arranged by Renese King  

Performed by Gospel Ensemble & String Quartet 

Please join us for a reception following the concert 



Sunday May 14, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Join 15,000 peace walkers and more than 25 professional musicians led by 
Shaw Pong Liu to support families surviving homicide at the 21st annual 
Mother's Day Walk for Peace. Along the Mother's Day Walk for Peace route 
we will be honoring and remembering family members lost to violence with 
Musical Memorials : large-scale photos and live music performances, 
culminating with an exhibit and remembrance at City Hall, in collaboration 
with Louis D. Brown Peace Institute and the Boston Police Department. 
Please join as a walker or musician to support families surviving homicide. 
More information at: www.mothersdaywalk4peace.org and 
www.codelisten.org/musical-memorials 

 

Please Support these Incredible Organizations Working  
to End Gun Violence in our Community  

Legacy Lives On 
www.legacyliveson.org 

  

Operation LIPSTICK 
www.operationlipstick.org 

  

Louis D. Brown Peace Institute 
www.ldbpeaceinstitute.org 

  

Isaura Mendes and -e Bobby Mendes Peace Legacy 
www.touchablestories.org/bmplmain.htm 

  

Brady Campaign Against Gun Violence 
www.bradycampaign.org 

  

Stop Handgun Violence 
www.stophandgunviolence.org 

  

Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence 
www.mapreventgunviolence.org 

Mother’s Day Walk for Peace 

Riverview Chamber Players 

For 25 years, Riverview Chamber Players has been performing classical 
chamber music of the highest caliber for private events throughout New 
England. Within the last two years, RCP has expanded its mission to 
performing innovative live music programs that respond to social justice, 
invite community involvement, and enhance and build a sustainable healing 
landscape that opens the door for personal transformation and 
empowerment. 

 

New England Gospel Ensemble 

Nine voices strong with the soul, passion, power, and sound of a much larger 
choir. -e ensemble sings with love and understanding of every word and 
note that comes from their mouth bearing witness to their heartfelt belief 
that music and love are universal languages. -e New England Gospel 
Ensemble has sung for hundreds of audiences over the years. Gospel music 
and music of encouragement makes up a signi&cant portion of their 
repertoire. -e messages of their songs are positive and upli'ing, and 
challenges audiences to participate “as the spirit moves.”  

About Today’s Performers 

-ank you to First Religious Society, UU, in Newburyport and to Blazing 
Salads for providing food for the reception; to Roxbury Youth Programs 
students Stacey Lafume, Anissa Baptise, Saliim Lee, Travora Senecharles and 
Jasline Gonzalez for serving as ushers and providing assistance; to all 
students in Roxbury Youth Programs for cutting the fabric for the tree 
ceremony; and to Susan Wilson for photographing today’s concert. 

�ank You! 


